
 

UK Labour Market, Q4 2016 (November to January) 15 March 2017 

Table 1: Labour market change over time to Q4 2016 (November to January 2017) 

 
Source: ONS, 2017 

Chart 1: Working age employment and employment rate over time (Q3 2008 = 100) 

 
Source: ONS, 2017 

Q3 2008 Last year Latest No. % No. %

Population 16+ 49,419,279 52,233,452 52,580,308 3,161,029 6.4 346,856      0.7    

Population 16-64 39,880,082 40,931,061 41,075,569 1,195,487 3.0 144,508      0.4    

Employed 16+ 29,580,175 31,534,229 31,836,695 2,256,520 7.6 302,466 1.0

Employed Working Age 28,887,680 30,333,125 30,634,694 1,747,014 6.0 301,569 1.0

Employed 18-24 3,577,099   3,619,160   3,581,661   4,562 0.1 -37,500 -1.0 

Employed 65+ 692,495      1,201,104   1,202,001   509,505 73.6 897 0.1

Private sector employment 23,389,000 25,968,000 26,320,000 2,931,000 12.5 352,000 1.4

Public sector employment 6,146,000   5,452,000   5,442,000   -704,000 -11.5 -10,000 -0.2 

Employees 25,566,222 26,660,375 26,822,964 1,256,742 4.9 162,589 0.6

Self Employed 3,817,800   4,674,735   4,799,248   981,448 25.7 124,513 2.7

Unemployed 16+ 1,839,785   1,694,493   1,597,000   -242,785 -13.2 -97,493 -5.8 

Unemployed 16-64 1,821,604   1,675,702   1,579,349   -242,256 -13.3 -96,354 -5.8 

Unemployed 16-24 753,421      625,352      567,968      -185,453 -24.6 -57,384 -9.2 

Economically Inactive Working Age 9,170,798   8,922,233   8,861,526   -309,272 -3.4 -60,707 -0.7 

Economically Inactive 18-24 1,509,457   1,667,671   1,693,888   184,431 12.2 26,217 1.6

Full time employees 19,097,415 19,709,326 19,794,886 697,472 3.7 85,561 0.4

Part time employees 6,468,807   6,951,049   7,028,077   559,270 8.6 77,029 1.1

Self Employed Full Time 2,914,719   3,296,391   3,416,863   502,144 17.2 120,472 3.7

Self Employed Part Time 903,080      1,378,343   1,382,384   479,304 53.1 4,041 0.3

Underemployment (want more hours) 3,495,641   3,549,591   3,439,710   -55,931 -1.6 -109,881 -3.1 

Part-time who cannot find full time work 714,547      1,236,132   1,118,038   403,491 56.5 -118,094 -9.6 

Temporary workers 1,390,057   1,621,531   1,611,688   221,631 15.9 -9,843 -0.6 

Workers with second jobs 1,126,304   1,141,069   1,125,861   -443 -0.0 -15,207 -1.3 
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Chart 2: Labour market change over time to Q4 2016 (November to January 2017) 

 
Source: ONS, 2017 

 

 

Chart 3: 16+ employment and employment rate over time (Q3 2008 = 100) 

 
Source: ONS, 2017 
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