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Table 1: Labour market change over time to Q1 2018 (January to March 2018) 

 
Source: ONS, 2018 

Chart 1: Working age employment and employment rate over time (Q3 2008 = 100) 

 
 

Q3 2008 Last year Latest No. % No. %

Population 16+ 49,517,210 52,658,700 52,967,975 3,450,765 7.0 309,275      0.6    

Population 16-64 39,931,825 41,103,310 41,208,297 1,276,472 3.2 104,987      0.3    

Employed 16+ 29,528,329 31,947,362 32,343,838 2,815,509 9.5 396,476 1.2

Employed Working Age 28,820,492 30,746,597 31,147,795 2,327,303 8.1 401,198 1.3

Employed 18-24 3,543,702   3,582,406   3,526,607   -17,094 -0.5 -55,799 -1.6 

Employed 65+ 707,837      1,200,765   1,196,042   488,206 69.0 -4,722 -0.4 

Private sector employment 23,368,000 26,393,000 26,895,000 3,527,000 15.1 502,000 1.9

Public sector employment 6,167,000   5,453,000   5,353,000   -814,000 -13.2 -100,000 -1.8 

Employees 25,506,506 26,950,962 27,430,483 1,923,977 7.5 479,522 1.8

Self Employed 3,827,630   4,784,276   4,745,835   918,205 24.0 -38,441 -0.8 

Unemployed 16+ 2,003,174   1,540,600   1,424,700   -578,474 -28.9 -115,900 -7.5 

Unemployed 16-64 1,986,653   1,527,728   1,402,446   -584,206 -29.4 -125,282 -8.2 

Unemployed 16-24 797,715      562,228      530,955      -266,761 -33.4 -31,273 -5.6 

Economically Inactive Working Age 9,124,680   8,828,985   8,658,056   -466,625 -5.1 -170,930 -1.9 

Economically Inactive 18-24 1,514,049   1,700,300   1,713,482   199,432 13.2 13,182 0.8

Full time employees 19,007,431 19,995,739 20,401,963 1,394,532 7.3 406,224 2.0

Part time employees 6,499,075   6,955,223   7,028,520   529,445 8.1 73,297 1.1

Self Employed Full Time 2,897,607   3,415,894   3,290,290   392,683 13.6 -125,604 -3.7 

Self Employed Part Time 930,023      1,368,383   1,455,545   525,523 56.5 87,162 6.4

Underemployment (want more hours) 2,879,512   3,553,652   3,258,845   379,333 13.2 -294,807 -8.3 

Part-time who cannot find full time work 770,393      1,031,906   1,014,152   243,759 31.6 -17,754 -1.7 

Temporary workers 1,411,066   1,583,710   1,593,806   182,740 13.0 10,096 0.6

Workers with second jobs 1,142,471   1,112,666   1,137,473   -4,998 -0.4 24,807 2.2
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 Source: ONS, 2018 

Chart 2: Labour market change over time to Q1 2018 (January to March 2018) 

 
Source: ONS, 2018 

 

Chart 3: 16+ employment and employment rate over time (Q3 2008 = 100) 

 
Source: ONS, 2018 

-1,000,000 -500,000 0 500,000 1,000,000 1,500,000 2,000,000 2,500,000 3,000,000 3,500,000 4,000,000

Employed 16+

Employed Working Age

Employed 18-24

Employed 65+

Private sector employment

Public sector employment

Employees

Self Employed

Full time employees

Part time employees

Over last year

Since Q3 2008

96

97

98

99

100

101

102

103

104

105

106

107

108

109

110

Q
1

Q
2

Q
3

Q
4

Q
5

Q
6

Q
7

Q
8

Q
9

Q
1

0

Q
1

1

Q
1

2

Q
1

3

Q
1

4

Q
1

5

Q
1

6

Q
1

7

Q
1

8

Q
1

9

Q
2

0

Q
2

1

Q
2

2

Q
2

3

Q
2

4

Q
2

5

Q
2

6

Q
2

7

Q
2

8

Q
2

9

Q
3

0

Q
3

1

Q
3

2

Q
3

3

Q
3

4

Q
3

5

Q
3

6

Q
3

7

Q
3

8

Number employed

Employment rate


