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Table 1: Labour market change over time to Q2 2018 (March to May 2018) 

 
Source: ONS, 2018 

Chart 1: Working age employment and employment rate over time (Q3 2008 = 100) 

 
Source: ONS, 2018 

Q3 2008 Last year Latest No. % No. %

Population 16+ 49,485,256 52,712,953 53,019,016 3,533,760 7.1 306,063      0.6    

Population 16-64 39,915,267 41,125,020 41,224,216 1,308,949 3.3 99,196        0.2    

Employed 16+ 29,556,106 32,010,195 32,398,679 2,842,572 9.6 388,484 1.2

Employed Working Age 28,855,173 30,814,567 31,190,443 2,335,270 8.1 375,876 1.2

Employed 18-24 3,551,429   3,573,558   3,488,487   -62,942 -1.8 -85,071 -2.4 

Employed 65+ 700,934      1,195,628   1,208,236   507,302 72.4 12,608 1.1

Private sector employment 23,368,000 26,393,000 26,900,000 3,532,000 15.1 507,000 1.9

Public sector employment 6,167,000   5,453,000   5,348,000   -819,000 -13.3 -105,000 -1.9 

Employees 25,532,212 27,029,896 27,438,171 1,905,959 7.5 408,274 1.5

Self Employed 3,830,310   4,798,327   4,790,006   959,696 25.1 -8,321 -0.2 

Unemployed 16+ 1,941,135   1,494,779   1,410,844   -530,291 -27.3 -83,935 -5.6 

Unemployed 16-64 1,921,514   1,481,391   1,388,942   -532,573 -27.7 -92,449 -6.2 

Unemployed 16-24 789,647      561,708      523,549      -266,098 -33.7 -38,159 -6.8 

Economically Inactive Working Age 9,138,580   8,829,062   8,644,831   -493,748 -5.4 -184,231 -2.1 

Economically Inactive 18-24 1,512,313   1,683,192   1,734,803   222,490 14.7 51,611 3.1

Full time employees 19,015,760 20,043,343 20,445,946 1,430,186 7.5 402,603 2.0

Part time employees 6,516,452   6,986,553   6,992,224   475,773 7.3 5,671 0.1

Self Employed Full Time 2,900,251   3,420,535   3,355,478   455,227 15.7 -65,057 -1.9 

Self Employed Part Time 930,059      1,377,792   1,434,527   504,468 54.2 56,736 4.1

Underemployment (want more hours) 2,879,512   3,496,168   3,268,078   388,566 13.5 -228,090 -6.5 

Part-time who cannot find full time work 752,648      1,015,266   990,655      238,007 31.6 -24,610 -2.4 

Temporary workers 1,402,737   1,584,271   1,564,679   161,942 11.5 -19,592 -1.2 

Workers with second jobs 1,144,942   1,119,047   1,112,783   -32,159 -2.8 -6,265 -0.6 
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Chart 2: Labour market change over time to Q2 2018 (March to May 2018) 

 
Source: ONS, 2018 

 

 

Chart 3: 16+ employment and employment rate over time (Q3 2008 = 100) 

 
Source: ONS, 2018 
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