Buckinghamshire’s claimant count, November 2018 11 December 2018

Buckinghamshire’s claimant count rose by 45 in November to stand at 2,980. At 0.9 per
cent of working age residents, Buckinghamshire has the 3 lowest claimant count rate
among the 27 county council areas, ranking 2" lowest among the 38 Local Enterprise
Partnerships (LEPs). Over the last year Buckinghamshire’s claimant count rate has risen by
2.8 per cent, the smallest rise among LEPs and well below the rises of 21.6 and 26.5 per
cent recorded across Great Britain and the south east region (see chart 7). There are now
1.7 local vacancies for every claimant in Buckinghamshire compared to 0.7 across Great
Britain.

Table 1: Claimant Count, November 2018

No. % Rank Annual Change
Aylesbury Vale 960 0.8 22 0f 380 -2.0
Chiltern 430 0.8 220f 380 0.0
South Bucks 315 0.8 22 0f 380 18.9
Wycombe 1,280 1.2 89 0f 380 4.9
Buckinghamshire 2,980 0.9 3of 27 2.8
BTVLEP 2,980 0.9 2 of 38 2.8
Coast to Capital 23,770 19 21 0f 38 23.5
Enterprise M3 6,855 0.8 10f38 9.5
Hertfordshire 10,140 14 5 of 38 24.6
London 139,115 2.3 27 of 38 15.3
Oxfordshire 5,130 1.2 3 of 38 76.3
SEMLEP 19,835 1.6 10 of 38 11.6
TV Berkshire 7,795 14 5 of 38 48.3
South East 82,800 15 10f12 26.5
Great Britain 934,990 2.3 - 21.6

Source: DWP, 2018

Women accounted for 35 of 45 additional claimants in Buckinghamshire in November.
Women now make up 41.1 per cent of all claimants in the county, the highest share
recorded since comparable records began in 1986. Over the last year the number of male
claimants has remained unchanged at 1,750, however female claimants have risen by 7.4
per cent (85) to 1,230.

Over the last year the claimant count has risen fastest for men aged 50 and over (up 10.7
per cent), ahead of women aged 25-49 (up 8.8 per cent). Men aged 16-24 are the only
group to have seen a fall (down 21.7 per cent).

There were 5,192 advertised job openings in Buckinghamshire in November, 19.8 per cent
less (1,280 openings) than in October and 10.8 per cent (629) less than in November
2017.The roles most commonly advertised in Buckinghamshire in the year to the end of
November have been other sales occupations (2,872 openings) ahead of programmers and
software development professionals (2,312); other administrative occupations (2,150); other
customer service occupations (2,012); nurses (1,814); marketing and sales directors (1,672);
and other managers and proprietors in services (1,669).

Over the last year the baseline skills most sought by recruiters in Buckinghamshire were
communication skills, sought in 15,707 job openings, or 22.2 per cent of the total, ahead of
organisational skills (7,098); Microsoft Excel (5,779); planning (5,624); and being detail
orientated (5,399). The commonly sought specialised skills were customer service (7,805);
teamwork (6,519); sales (5,350); teaching (5,236); budgeting (4,325); and project
management (3,661).
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Chart 1: Buckinghamshire’s claimant count over time, to November 2018
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Table 2: Claimant count by age group, November 2018

Aylesbury Vale
Chiltern

South Bucks
Wycombe

Buckinghamshire

BTVLEP

Coast to Capital
Enterprise M3
Hertfordshire

London

Oxfordshire

South East Midlands
Thames Valley Berkshire

South East
Great Britain

18-24
No % Rank
135 1.0 19
60 1.1 25
45 1.0 23

170 1.3 45
410 1.1 3

410 1.1 2
4,175 2.6 18
1,150 0.9 1
1,625 1.8 6

20,855 2.8 22
865 1.3 3
3,375 2.3 11

1,205 1.7 5

15,350
178,610

2.0 1
32 -

25-49

No %

505 0.8
200 0.7
165 0.8
695 1.2
1,570 0.9
1,570 0.9
12,885 1.9
3,465 0.6
5,345 1.3
76,395 2.1
2,850 1.3
10,760 1.6
4,220 1.3
43,430 1.5
506,515 2.4

Rank
28
24
31
95

50+

No %

325 0.8
160 0.8
100 0.7
415 1.3
995 0.9
995 0.9
6,635 1.7
2,210 0.7
3,120 1.4
41,675 3.0
1,400 1.1
5,665 1.5
2,360 1.4
23,750 1.4
246,995 2.0

Rank
59
48
23

141

24

15
35

18
16

Source: DWP, 2018
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Chart 2: Aylesbury Vale’s claimant count over time, to November 2018
2,500

2,000

1,500

1,000

500

mmmmmmmmmvvvvvvvv<r<r<r<rmmmmmmmmmmmm@w@@w@@w@@wor\r\r\r\r\r\r\r\r\r\r\l\wwooocoocoooaocooooo
-

Source: DWP, 2018

Chart 3: Chiltern’s claimant count over time, to October 2018
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Chart 4: South Bucks’ claimant count over time, to October 2018
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Source: DWP, 2018

Chart 5: Wycombe’s claimant count over time, to October 2018
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Chart 6: Annual change in jobs openings by occupation (%, years to November)
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Chart 7: Annual change in claimant count over time (%), to November 2018
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Claimant count rate

- Below county rate (0.9%)

E Below regional rate (1.5%)
E Below national rate (2.3%)

5 - National rate and over
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